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Dear Taxpaver:

This is in response to vour request dated July 21, 2016, regarding
vour tax-exempt status.

We issued vou a determination letter in August 1979, recognizing
vou as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)

(3).

Our records also indicate vou're not a private foundation as defined
under IRC Section 509(a) because vou're described in IRC Section
509(a)(2).

Donors can deduct contributions they make to yvou as provided in IRC
Section 170. You're also qualified to receive tax deductible bequests,
legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts under IRC Sections 2055, 2106,
and 2522.

In the heading of this letter, we indicated whether vou must file an

annual information return. If a return is required, vou must file Form
990, 990-EZ, 990-N, or 990-PF by the 15th day of the fifth month after
the end of vour annual accounting period. IRC Section 6033(j) provides
that, if vou don't file a required annual information return or notice
for three consecutive vears, vour exempt status will be automatically
revoked on the filing due date of the third required return or notice.

For tax forms, instructions, and publications, visit www.irs.gov or
call 1-800-TAX-FORM (1-800-829-3676).

If vou have questions, call 1-877-829-5500 between 8 a.m« and 5 p.m.,
local time, Monday through Fridav (Alaska and Hawaii follow Pacific
Time).
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Sincerely vours,

29

Jeffrey I. Cooper
Director, EO Rulings & Agreement
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95-3385354
Accounting Period Ending:
June 30
* Form 990 Required: [{] Yes [] No
>lLiving Desert Reserve : - : Persaon to Contact:
[47-900 Pertola Avenue B. Brewer
Palm Desert, Californmia 92260 : Contact Telephone Number:

(213) 688-4889

Dear Applicant:

Based on information supplied, and assuming your operations will Se as stated
in your application for recognition of exemption, we have determined you ars exempt

from Federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

_ We have further determined that you are not a private foundation within the
meaning of section 509(a) of the Code, because you are an organization described
in section 509(a)(2).

If your sources of support, or your purpeses, character, or method of operation
change, please let us know so we can consider the effect of the change on your
exempt status and foundation status. Also, you should inform us of all changes in
your name or address.

o N

Generally, you are not liable for social security (FICA} taxes unless you file
a waiver of exemption certificate as provided in the Federal Insurance Contributions
Act. If you have paid FICA taxes without filing the waiver, you should contact us.
You are not liable for the tax imposed under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA).

Since you are not a private foundation, you are not subject to the excice taxes
under Chapter 42 of the Code. However, you are not automatically exempt from other

Federal excise taxes. If you have any questions about excise, snhployment, or dother
Federal taxes, please let us know. '

Donors may deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of the Code.
Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or for your use are
deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the applicable
provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.

The box checked in the heading of this letter shows whether you must file
Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt from Income tax. If Yes is checkad, you
are required to file Form 990 only if your gross receipts each year are normally
more than $10,000. If a return is required, it must be filed by the 15th day of
of the fifth month after the end of your annual accounting period. The law imposes
a penalty of $10 a day, up to a maximum of $5,000, when a return is filed late,
unless thers is reasonable cause for the delay.

" P.O. Box 2350, Los Angeles, Calif. 90053 (ovar) _ Letter 947(DO) (5.



. You are not required to file Federal income tax returns unless you are subject
_ to the tax on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code. If you are
subject to this tax, you must file an income tax return on Form 8980-T. In this
o letter, we are not determining whether any of your present or propvosed activities
are unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the Code. , (,

You need an employer identification number even if you have no employees.

) If an employer identification number was not entered on your application, a
..number will be assigned to you and you will be advised of it. Please use that
. pumber on all returns you file and in all corraspondence with the Internal Revenue

Service. ' N

Bacause this lette: could help resolve any questicns about your sxempt status
and foundation status, you should ksep it in vour permanent records.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and talephone
number are shown in the heading of this letier.

Sinéerely yours,

W. 7 Coronttt

District Director

l jf .
- See Attachment : S L (

. This determination is conditiomed upon our receipt of the amendments to your

- Articles of Incorporation to conform to the proposed amendments as agreed to in
your letter dated June 29, 1979. The copy you submit should bear evidence of
having been filed with and approved by the appropriate State officials.

L
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- CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT ~
oF - ENDQORSED - Fll.Ei
“ © ARTICLES OF INGCORPORATION ™3 ,ggfgg,g Secreinmy of State
OF
THE LIVING DESERT RESERVE . DEC 16 2005
The undersigned certify that:
sk 1. They are the :ha:h:nan zmd the secratary, respectively, of Liviog Desert

Reservs, a Caiifornia non-profit public banefit corparation.
2. The Articles of !ncorporation are amended in the following respects:

i Paragraph EIRST of the Articles of Incorporation of lemg Desert Resarve is
amanded in its entirety to read as follows:

"EIRST: The namse of this corporation is “THE LIVING DESERT.”

| Subssction (a) of Paragraph SECOND of the Articles of Incorporation is
amended o read as follows:

1 ‘ .
! “(a) The specific and primary purposes for which the carparation is formead

. arg to establish a corporation to recelve and ecquire mssets, consisting of real and
persanal property, and, subseguent to receipt, to aperats, control and use said assets for
the foliowing purposas; (1) saving, protecting and conserving areas of open desert; (2)
promoting and providing for visitors, scholars, youths and the general public, sxperiencs,
interpretation and understanding of tha acology of the desart; (3) engaging in conservation
activities through preservation breeding of threatensd or endangered spscies of desert
animals and plants; (4) conducting conservation research in the care andg husbandry of
desert animals and plants which will aid in the conservation of natural desert acosystams.”

The foregoing amendment of the Articles of Incorporation has been duly approved
by tha Board of Trustees of the Corporation,

The foregoing amendmant of the Articies of Incorporation hias been duly approved
by the required vote or writtan assent of the msmbers of the Corparation,

Wae further daciare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California
that the matters set forth In this certificate are trus and correct of our own knowledge.

(&

DATE: Dse. /4 2005

Chairman of the Board
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