
The Living Desert Master Desert Gardener Certification Worksheet 
 

Participant Name : ___________________________________________ 
Directions:   Find the classes you have taken and circle the hour credits associated with each class.  (Don’t forget to make a note of the 
class date.)  Subtotal each section in the boxes provided, paying close attention to hour and/or class requirements.   

 

ClassID  Class Name Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Date Taken 
Section 

A 
 

GENERAL DESERT GARDENING 
      

G101* Basic Botany for Desert Gardeners (mandatory) 3      
G103 Plant Pathology 3      
G114(a) Propagation of Native Plants From Seed  3      
G114b Propagation of Native Plants From Cuttings 3      
G117 Success with Succulents 3      
G118  Proper Pruning in a Desert Garden (highly recommended) 3      
G120* Irrigation & Proper Water Management (mandatory) 3      
G121 Plant Placement & Irrigation 3      
G202* Ecology in Desert Garden Designs (mandatory) 3      
G210 Entomology in the Desert Garden 3      
G301 Soils of the Coachella Valley (highly recommended) 3      
L103 Landscape Design Workshop 3      
L104/ 
G104a 

Do-It-Yourself Desert Landscape Design 3      

Special 
A 

SOILS OF THE COACHELLA VALLEY 
& THEIR USE IN DESERT GARDENS 

Credit for the following class may only be used towards Section A 
Master Desert Gardener Requirements if class dates were prior to 

September 2004, due to Requirement Changes. 

NH303 Geology of the Coachella Valley and Surrounds 3      
Section 

B 
 

PEST MANAGEMENT 
      

G115 Introduction to Pest Management in Desert Gardens  3     
G211 Insect & Vertebrate Pests in a Desert Garden  3     
G212 Pesticide Use & Safety  3     
G213 Pest & Weed Management in a Desert Garden  3     
Section 

C 
 

DESERT PLANT IDENTIFICATION 
      

G102 An Introduction to the Desert Plant Palette   3    
G105(a) Desert Accent Plants for Landscaping   3    
G105b Yuccas & Agaves in Desert Gardens   3    
G108 Year Round Color in a Desert Garden   3    
G109 Southwest Plants on Parade   3    
G116 Desert Annuals and Perennials for a Colorful Landscape   3    
L201/ 
G201 

Desert Trees for Landscaping   3    

L202 Flowering Shrubs, Vines & Ground Cover for Desert L…   3    
L203/ 
G203 

Desert Shrubs, Vines and Ground Covers for Landscaping   3    

G207 Color in Your Desert Garden   3    
 SECTIONS A-C HOUR SUBTOTALS      HOURS 

A Total General Desert Gardening hours (12 hrs. minimum) 
*MUST INCLUDE G101, G120 & G202 

      

B Total Pest Management hours (6 hrs. minimum)   
 

    

C Total Desert Plant Identification hours (9 hrs. minimum)    
 

   

A – C Add Hour Totals for Sections A-C 
Minimum 39 Total Hours for these sections 

      
 

Copy this subtotal to page 2 

Required Minimums for Sections A-C are listed to equal 27 hours.   
You must choose an additional 12 hours of Gardening classes (Sections A-C) to reach the 39 hour Total minimum for Gardening 

Classes 
ALL SECTION MINIMUMS MUST BE MET 

TO QUALIFY AS 
MASTER DESERT GARDENER 

 
Although The Living Desert keeps class records, it is the responsibility of the Student to ask for a  

Certification Confirmation when they have completed all requirements. 
Certification will not happen automatically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Note: Class titles may vary slightly from semester to semester.        Rev. 9/17/09mm 
Class offerings will vary from year to year. 
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The Living Desert Master Desert Gardener Certification Worksheet cont’d. 
 

Participant Name : ___________________________________________ 
 
ClassID  Class Name Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Hrs. Date Taken 
Section 

D 
 

ELECTIVE CLASSES 
      

A110 Creating Mosaics for a Desert Garden    3   
A210 Art in and of the Garden – Sculpture    3   
G 3 Maintaining Your Backyard Habitat    3   
G104b “Do-It-Yourself” Desert Landscaping/Putting it to Paper    3   
G106 Desert Hummingbird & Butterfly Gardening    3   
G107 Desert Gardening in Containers    3   
G110 Homeowner Garden Workshop    3   
G111 Vegetable Gardening in the Desert    3   
G112(a) Deciduous Fruit Trees & Vines    3   
G112b Growing Citrus in the Desert    3   
G113 Tips, Tricks & Techniques for Desert Gardeners    3   
G119 Earth Friendly Gardening    3   
G122 Conversion (Changing to Low Water Usage Landscaping)    3   
G200 Landscape and Garden Lighting Design    3   
G210 Entomology: Desert Insects (if credit not used in Section A)     3   
G216 Growing Desert Wildflowers    3   
G302 Container Herb Gardening    3   
G316 Wildflowers of the Coachella Valley Tour    3   
G321 Designing Simple Architectural Features     3   
G323 Desert Patio & Courtyard Landscapes    3   
G330 Growing Healthy House Plants in a Desert Home    3   
G401 African Acacias    3   
G500 Environmental Lawn Care    3   
G700  Creative Living Art: Bonsai    3   
G800 Desert Garden Tour Series (Credit applies one time only)    3   

N2 /NS2 
NS102* 

Creating a Backyard Habitat Garden 
(*NS 102 applies here for 5/1/04 offering, only – due to numbering 
error) 

   
3 

  

N6 Attracting Bats to a Desert Garden    3   
NS20 Wildlife in Your Desert Backyard Habitat    3   
NS116  Desert Bees    3   
NS 201 Identifying C.V. Native Plants    3   
NS206 Desert Plants: I.D. & Usages    3   
NS311 Surrounded by Ancients    3   
NS401 Basics of Ecology    3   
NH110 Contemporary & Indian Uses of Local Native Flora    3   
NH111 Using Gifts from Native Plants in Everyday Life    3   
Section 

E 
 

HANDS-ON LAB 
      

Glab Hands-on Gardening Lab     3  
Glab Hands-on Gardening Lab     3  
Glab Hands-on Gardening Lab     3  
 SECTION SUBTOTALS       

A – C Total for these sections from page 1 
Minimum 39 Total Hours for these sections 

      
 

D Total Electives hours (12 hrs. minimum) 
     Move hour total to last column 

    
 

  

E Total Hands-On Lab hours (6 hrs. minimum) 
      Move hour total to last column 

     
 

 

      

Get subtotal from page 1 

  
Total 
Hours 

Add Hour Totals from last Column  (57 hrs. minimum) 
ALL SECTION MINIMUMS MUST BE MET 

TO QUALIFY AS 
MASTER DESERT GARDENER 

 
 

     

 
ALL SECTION MINIMUMS MUST BE MET 

TO QUALIFY AS 
MASTER DESERT GARDENER 

 
Although The Living Desert keeps class records, it is the responsibility of the Student to ask for a  

Certification Confirmation when all certification requirements have been met. 
Certification will not happen automatically. 

 

Note: Class titles may vary slightly from semester to semester.        Rev. 9/17/09mm 
Class offerings will vary from year to year. 
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