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THE LIVING DESERT INVITES THE PUBLIC TO HELP NAME FEMALE AFRICAN WILD DOG PUPPY 
Votes For The Top Name Are Being Accepted Online 

 
PALM DESERT/INDIAN WELLS, CA -- (June 27, 2019) -- The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens is 
asking for the public’s help in selecting a name for one of the six African wild dogs that were born 
at the Zoo on April 24, 2019. The poll, which can be found on the Zoo’s website and Facebook 
page, is open to the public and voting is available through Monday, July 1. The winning name is set 
to be announced on Tuesday, July 2.  

In an effort to continue sharing the important conservation efforts behind saving this endangered 
species, The Living Desert has determined that the puppies’ names will pay homage to African 
National Parks that were either historically home to African wild dogs or still have small populations 
of the species. At one time, it was estimated African wild dogs roamed in large numbers in 39 
countries across Africa; however, today, the species has likely been eliminated from as many as 20 
of those countries.  

The five male African wild dog puppies, named by generous donors, have received the names: 
Chobe (cho-beh), Arli (ar-lee), Zakouma (za-koo-ma), Garo (gar-oh) and Digya (dig-yah). Which 
leaves the one female puppy still awaiting a name.  

The public is invited to cast their vote for one of the following names online at 
Livingdesert.org/pupdate or Facebook.com/thelivingdesert: 

- Bui   boo-we (Bui National Park, Ghana) 
- Odzala  odd-zah-lah (Odzala-Kokoua National Park, Republic of the Congo) 
- Mikumi  me-KOO-mee (Mikumi National Park, Tanzania) 
- Nyika   nee-e-kuh (Nyika National Park, Zambia) 
- Gambela  gam-bella (Gambela National Park, Ethiopia) 

“We are excited to ask our community to help select the name for the female puppy of the African 
wild dog litter,” said Allen Monroe, President/CEO of The Living Desert. “These names have a very 
special meaning, and it is our hope that the public feels connected to and inspired to help save this 
incredible species.” 

The six puppies received their second well-baby exam on June 19th with the veterinary and animal 
care teams.  All of the puppies are healthy and developing, as expected. The litter, along with their 
parents Beatrix and Kiraka, are all out on habitat and can be seen by guests. The puppies are most 
active during the early morning hours playing, wrestling, and running.   

African wild dogs, also known as painted dogs, have a very complex pack and social structure. 
They live in packs that are usually dominated by a monogamous breeding pair. The female has a 
litter of two to 20 pups, which are cared for by the entire pack. These dogs are very social, and 
packs have been known to share food and assist other members. Social interactions are common, 
and the dogs communicate by touch, actions, and vocalizations. 

Currently listed as endangered by the IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature), 
African wild dog populations number fewer than 5,000 individuals. As one of the most endangered 
African carnivores, African wild dog populations are struggling and in decline due to human-wildlife 
conflict, habitat destruction and canine diseases, like distemper and rabies. The Living Desert 
supports specific African wild dog conservation projects that work to bolster wild populations. 
Beatrix, Kiraka and the newest additions are part of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) 
Species Survival Plan (SSP), which enables a healthy, genetically diverse, and self-sustaining 
population of species in human care. 



About the Living Desert:  
The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit, accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, ensuring 
the highest standards of all aspects of animal care, education, conservation, public service, and operations. The Zoo is 
active in conservation research, habitat protection, breeding programs and education initiatives around the world, as well as 
in its own community. The Zoo has been a top attraction in the Palm Springs area for nearly 50 years. The Living Desert is 
located at 47900 Portola Ave, Palm Desert, CA 92260. For more information: (760) 346-5694 or visit livingdesert.org. 
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